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About This Book 
 
    The content in this book is my attempt to bring you to a place the Lord 
brought me to. This place was created for us to live in. It is the place we 
will have the most peace and feel the most secure in who we are. Living 
here will bring you to your highest potential, both in your physical life 
and in your walk in the Kingdom of God. The place I am speaking about 
is the Garden of God. 
    It all began for me in a Wednesday night worship service. I was in the 
presence of God, worshiping Jesus for who He is. Then I was given a peek 
into the garden; past the Cherubims and flaming sword for a taste of the 
tree and a drink of the river. As the vision lifted, one of the prophets in 
our church was proclaiming a word from the Lord. He said ‘the Lord is 
calling us to the garden where everything began and everything will 
end’. This sent me on a journey to understand what I had just seen. I 
needed to know why everything began there and why everything would 
end there. What was in the garden that made it so valuable? Are the 
things there available to me now? If so, how do I get there? And how do 
I get into the garden, past the Cherubims and flaming sword?   
     
Let us begin with most of our picture on the Garden. 
 

Genesis 3:22-24 (KJV)  
22  And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to 
know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take 
also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:  
23  Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to 
till the ground from whence he was taken.  
24  So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of 
Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to 

keep the way of the tree of life. 
 
It is the forbidden place to man; guarded by Cherubims. 
Now as for these, here is the best picture we have of them. 
 

Ezekiel 10:1-16 (KJV)  
1  Then I looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was above the 
head of the cherubims there appeared over them as it were a 
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sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a throne.  
2  And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and said, Go in 
between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill thine hand with 
coals of fire from between the cherubims, and scatter them over the 
city. And he went in in my sight.  
3  Now the cherubims stood on the right side of the house, when the 
man went in; and the cloud filled the inner court.  
4  Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and stood 
over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the 
cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the LORD'S glory.  
5  And the sound of the cherubims' wings was heard even to the outer 
court, as the voice of the Almighty God when he speaketh.  
6  And it came to pass, that when he had commanded the man clothed 
with linen, saying, Take fire from between the wheels, from between 
the cherubims; then he went in, and stood beside the wheels.  
7  And one cherub stretched forth his hand from between the 
cherubims unto the fire that was between the cherubims, and took 
thereof, and put it into the hands of him that was clothed with linen: 
who took it, and went out.  
8  And there appeared in the cherubims the form of a man's hand 
under their wings.  
9  And when I looked, behold the four wheels by the cherubims, one 
wheel by one cherub, and another wheel by another cherub: and the 
appearance of the wheels was as the colour of a beryl stone.  
10  And as for their appearances, they four had one likeness, as if a 
wheel had been in the midst of a wheel.  
11  When they went, they went upon their four sides; they turned not 
as they went, but to the place whither the head looked they followed 
it; they turned not as they went.  
12  And their whole body, and their backs, and their hands, and their 
wings, and the wheels, were full of eyes round about, even the wheels 
that they four had.  
13  As for the wheels, it was cried unto them in my hearing, O wheel.  
14  And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a 
cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the third the 
face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.  
15  And the cherubims were lifted up. This is the living creature that I 
saw by the river of Chebar.  
16  And when the cherubims went, the wheels went by them: and 
when the cherubims lifted up their wings to mount up from the 
earth, the same wheels also turned not from beside them. 
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    Now that should be enough to stop anyone in their tracks. But to add 
to that, there is a sword on fire moving by itself as if it were alive. It 
would seem as there is little to no hope of getting in.  
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The Invitation 
 
But wait!!! There is more said about entering into the garden. Let’s look 
at… 
 

Revelation 22:12-17 (KJV)  
12  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall be.  
13  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and 
the last.  
14  Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the 
city.  
15  For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and 
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.  
16  I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the 
churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright 
and morning star.  
17  And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth 
say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely. 

 

    So if I obey His commandments, I have a right; a right given by Jesus 
himself to the tree of life. I can enter in through the gates. So Jesus has 
made gates just for you and I who belong to Him and obey His word. Not 
only do you have the right, but the Spirit and the Bride is giving you an 
open invitation to drink from the water of life. Both the tree and the 
water are in the garden. Need more? Ok! 

 
Revelation 2:7 (KJV)  
7  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 

    

    Overcomers are given to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst 
of the garden. So the only thing keeping us out of the garden is the things 
we need to respond to the Spirit in. We must allow him to remove them 
out of our life. 
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Peek into the Garden 
 
    My curiosity and excitement of the Garden continues to grow intently. 
I wanted to know what is in it, and how would those things apply to me. 
I discovered two pictures of it. One is found in… 
 

Genesis 2:8-10 (KJV)  
8  And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there 
he put the man whom he had formed.  
9  And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that 
is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  
10  And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence 
it was parted, and became into four heads. 
 

It is clear that every tree good for food is there.  
    My wife is a big garden hobbyist. She loves planting and growing 
things. Our home is surrounded with all kinds of fruit trees in our yard, 
as well as a garden filled with fresh vegetables. It is a wonderful 
experience to walk through the yard and pick things off the vine, eating 
them ripe and fresh!!! 
    There are also two other trees in the Garden of God; one tree good and 
the other is bad. One tree gives life and the other tree gives death. So in 
the garden you have the opportunity for obeying God or disobeying God. 
There is also a river that parts four ways to water the garden. Without 
water there is no life, right? The second picture we have is…   

 
Revelation 22:1-2 (KJV)  
1  And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.  
2  In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was 
there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded 
her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing 
of the nations. 
  

According to the scripture the river flows straight out of the throne of 
God and the Lamb himself. So the garden is tied to the throne of God by 
the river.  And its life source, the river, flows from Jesus, the living water. 
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The tree of life bares twelve fruits; a different fruit each month. The 
leaves of the tree of life are for your healing. As I continued to examine 
the depth of this scripture, the Lord revealed to me how the Tree and the 
River would apply to me in my life now. 
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The Tree 
 

Revelation 22:1-2 (KJV)  
1  And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.  
2  In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was 
there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded 
her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing 
of the nations. 
 

    There is a river flowing out of the throne of God and out of Jesus 
himself. On EITHER SIDE of it there is the tree of life. So either there are 
two trees of life or the river flows through the middle of the tree of life. 
Either way, the tree of life keeps the two banks of the river of life on 
course.  
   I live in South Louisiana and love to fish. One of my favorite bayous has 
trees growing on both sides of it. It is impossible to miss the path of the 
water. This is a big help from running aground. That is because the trees 
on either side keep you in the bayou. I also have another wonderful 
fishing spot where the bayou has marsh on both sides. If the tide is up 
high, you have to know where to navigate your boat, or you will find 
yourself stuck in the marsh. Getting stuck in the marsh can be a long and 
difficult challenge. It could ruin a good fishing trip.  This is the picture I 
get when thinking about the Tree of Life and the River of Life. Partaking 
of the tree and its fruits will keep you in the river, enjoying all it has to 
offer. It will also prevent you from getting stuck in the marsh.  
    Now the Tree of Life bares twelve different fruits. It produces different 
fruit each month. So when you go to eat from it in the month, or season 
of life that you are in, will determine the fruit it has for you. The word 
for fruit in the original text is kar-pos and means plucked. It comes from 
the root word har-pad'-zo, and it means to seize or take away. So we can 
say the fruits of the Tree of Life are the takeaway we pluck from life’s 
lessons. Wisdom is at every point of life with a takeaway that will keep 
you in the river. When we respond to wisdom and learn the lesson she 
has for us, we do not end up stuck in the marsh. If you find yourself stuck, 
not going anywhere in life or with God, revisit the last thing God tried to 
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teach you. God has more for you to learn and apply in that season of your 
life. 
    Then there are the leaves, which are for the healing of the nations. The 
original text used the word fool'-lon, which simply means a sprout or 
leaf, but it comes from the root word foo-lay', which means offshoot, 
race, kindred or tribe. So God put me in a tribe or kindred or race for my 
healing. You see the tribe He put you in has what you need to stay 
healthy. We can even bring this to the part of the body of Christ you 
belong to. Jesus put me in the Foursquare Gospel tribe of the body of 
Christ. So as I submit to the leadership of the Foursquare Church, it 
keeps me firmly in the river of life. When I get out on my own, thinking I 
know everything about God’s plan, I may just find myself stuck in the 
marsh. I do not have to agree with everything, which I do not, but Jesus 
put me in this tribe. If I want to stay healthy and enjoying the river in the 
tribe, I will stay in the tribe Jesus put me in. That’s not to say that He will 
not move you as your season of life changes. But you better know it is 
Jesus and not offence that is moving you.  
    Let us now look at how to get into the garden and eat from the tree of 
life. Jesus, in Revelation 2:4-7, gives us the instruction on this very thing. 

 
 Revelation 2:4-7 (KJV)  
4  Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left 
thy first love.  
5  Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and 
do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will 
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.  
6  But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, 
which I also hate.  
7  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 
 

    Here, Jesus tells us that if we will do three things, He will give us to eat 
from the tree of life. Remember, the words do and hate. First, remember 
from where you are fallen. Look back to the takeaways from life and 
repent. Learn what wisdom told you to do and not do. Let these life 
lessons be your guide. Second, apply the fruits of each season to your 
life. If you are not applying the fruit, you’ll get stuck in that season. You’ll 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=58&wave=G5444
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get stuck in the marsh and out of the river. Third, hate the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans. Who were these people, and why did Jesus hate their deeds? 
Why would eating from the tree of life be allowed for hating their deeds? 
The deeds of the Nicolaitans—these were, as is commonly supposed, 
a sect of the Gnostics who taught the most impure doctrines: They 
followed the most impure practices. They are also thought to have 
derived their origin from Nicolas, one of the seven deacons mentioned 
Acts 6:5 (note). The Nicolaitans taught the community of wives that 
adultery and fornication were things indifferent. They also taught eating 
meats offered to idols was quite lawful and mixed several pagan rites 
with the Christian ceremonies. According to Adam Clarke's 
Commentary, everything that he taught is opposite from the Tree of Life. 
But the main ideology was to compromise with pagan rites to avoid 
persecution. This would be equivalent to getting out of your tribe.  

  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+6%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=39&sec=00078183#Acts6_5
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The Two Banks of the River 

 
    If the Tree of life keeps both sides of the river of life, then there must 
be two character traits to the Tree of Life. So let us look into the Word to 

see if we can find two trees. 
  

   Proverbs 3:13-18 (KJV)  
13  Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
understanding.  
14  For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, 
and the gain thereof than fine gold.  
15  She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst 
desire are not to be compared unto her.  
16  Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and 
honour.  
17  Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.  
18  She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is 
every one that retaineth her. 
 

    Wisdom is a Tree of Life. By her you have long days, riches, and honor.  
You can know if it is wisdom because her instructions will be 
pleasantness in the way it tells you to respond. Wisdom will always lead 
to the path of peace. Wisdom is those takeaways from each season of 
your life. Learning what the Holy Spirit has to teach you in every one of 
life’s turns will keep you firmly in the River of Life. Maybe, that is what 
John meant in 1 John 2:20 when he said ‘you have unctions from the Holy 
one and know all things’. 

    
   Proverbs 11:30 (KJV)  
30  The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth 
souls is wise.  
 

      The fruit that living righteous develops in your life will lead you to 
the tree of life. The righteousness that comes from the tree of life is 
defined here as a life that leads people to Jesus. Or we could say a life 
that leads people to your tribe. So when we live in a way that everything 
about us points to who and what we believe in, it will keep us in the river 



12 | P a g e  
 

of life. We can see how the two things the word says about the tree of 
life keeps the two banks of the river of life.  
    In the 47th chapter of Ezekiel, he has a lot to say about both the river 
of life and the tree of life. Let us go there and get a good look at what 
Ezekiel has to say. 

  
Ezekiel 47:6-9 (KJV)  
6  And he said unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen this? Then he 
brought me, and caused me to return to the brink of the river.  
7  Now when I had returned, behold, at the bank of the river were 
very many trees on the one side and on the other.  
8  Then said he unto me, These waters issue out toward the east 
country, and go down into the desert, and go into the sea: which 
being brought forth into the sea, the waters shall be healed.  
9  And it shall come to pass, that every thing that liveth, which 
moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall live: and there 
shall be a very great multitude of fish, because these waters shall 
come thither: for they shall be healed; and every thing shall live 
whither the river cometh. 
 

    I want to note here that Ezekiel sees many trees keeping the bank. I 
will come back to this a little later. I just want to point this out to you for 
now. 
    The river is to bring life and health to everything it touches. In John 
7:38, Jesus said the river is in us. 
 

  Ezekiel 47:10-12 (KJV)  
10  And it shall come to pass, that the fishers shall stand upon it from 
Engedi even unto Eneglaim; they shall be a place to spread forth 
nets; their fish shall be according to their kinds, as the fish of the 
great sea, exceeding many.  
11  But the miry places thereof and the marishes thereof shall not be 
healed; they shall be given to salt.  
12  And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that 
side, shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither 
shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring forth new fruit 
according to his months, because their waters they issued out of the 
sanctuary: and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf 
thereof for medicine.  
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    Now the harvest from the river is from Engedi, which means a fountain 
of a kid, or from your youth, to Eneglaim, which means a fountain of a 
full grown calf, or from your maturity. This is indicating the lessons you 
learn from youth through life. Looks like the river and the trees work 
together to bring us to all Jesus has for us. Note that these trees bring 
forth fruit according to the season, just like the tree of life. And their 
leaves are for healing, just like the tree of life. So it sounds like the tree 
of life has multiplied itself, and indeed it has. See, if the river flows out of 
the sanctuary, then the river and the tree lives inside of us. Remember 
Jesus said ‘the kingdom of God is in you’. So by the tree of life being in 
you, those around you are kept in the river by you. 
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The River of Life 
 
Let us go back into the garden. This time let’s look at the River of life.  
 

Genesis 2:8-10 (KJV)  
8  And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there 
he put the man whom he had formed.  
9  And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that 
is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  
10  And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence 
it was parted, and became into four heads.  
 

    Note, there is one river that parts into four tributaries that we can 
drink from. Each tributary has a different gift from God to bring us to His 
full life. Let’s examine one tributary at a time and see what Jesus has for 
us. 
 

Genesis 2:11-12 (KJV)  
11  The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the 
whole land of Havilah, where there is gold;  
12  And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx 
stone. 

 
    Wow! Now would you like to find this place? A place full of good gold 
and rare, costly stones. I believe the gold speaks of God’s glory and the 
stones of his increase. So whatever it is that we get from drinking from 
Pison, it will lead us into the glory of God and His increase in our life. 
Pison in the original text was pee-shone; which comes from the root 
word poosh; meaning to grow up. The first of the tributaries is a place of 
growing up. See, we have to grow up in some things to walk in His glory 
and his increase. If you have trouble encountering God’s glory, maybe 
there is some growing up you need to do. The more you learn to live the 
kingdom life defined by the Word of God, the more of His glory you 
encounter. As my friend Joshua Mills says, “it is not if you are 
comfortable with the glory, it is, is the glory comfortable with you”. On 
the same note, if you are not enjoying His increase in your life, you may 
need to grow up in tithing and giving. 
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    To walk in his blessing, you have to follow His plan of increase. You 
may need to grow up in money management skills. You may need a Dave 
Ramsey’s Financial Peace type class to teach you those skill sets about 
managing money. I think it is noteworthy that Pison is in the land of 
Havilah, which comes from the root word “khool”, which means a place 
of pain. Growing up is not always a fun thing.   
    As you spend time growing up in the ways of the kingdom of God, you 
will find yourself at the second tributary.  
 

 Genesis 2:13 (KJV)  
13  And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that 
compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. 

 
    Gihon is from the root word ghee'-akh, which means to break forth or 
break out. After we have grown up some in the Lord, it is time to break 
out of those things that keep us from all God has for us. Things that have 
been passed from generation to generation. Some are learned behaviors 
that everyone in our family does. You may need a freedom, SOZO, type 
class to help you at this part of the river. You may even need to go back 
and drink from Pison to do some growing up a few times. This will help 
you get all that Gihon has for you. Gihon is a place of letting go of you and 
holding on to Jesus. The more you are willing to deal with the learned 
behaviors in your life, the more Jesus can teach you His kingdom 
behaviors. This will help you be prepared for the next tributary.  

 
Genesis 2:14 (KJV)  
14  And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth 
toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates. 

 
    Hiddekel means rapid growth. So when we come out of drinking from 
Gihon we have times of rapid growth. Those learned behaviors that we 
hold as truth could be the very thing holding you back from rapid 
growth. Hiddekel is an amazing place to drink from, but you have to 
already have drank from the other tributaries to get here.  On the same 
hand, when we find ourselves in a place of no growth, maybe we need to 
go back to Pison to do some more growing up. Then, back to Gihon to get 
some breakthrough so that Jesus could release another quick work in us. 
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    This brings us to the final tributary, Euphrates. 
    The root word is per-awth' Root: from an unused root, meaning to 
break forth. When all four tributaries are at work in our life, we break 
forth and become a place of fruitfulness. We become a resource for all of 
those around us. The life lessons we learned at Pison, the break out we 
got a Gihon and the growth we got at Hiddekel, all become resources we 
can give to others. If we begin to turn those resources, be it wisdom or 
increase, inward and use them only for us we will find ourselves no 
longer able to drink from Euphrates because Euphrates is where you 
become a leader that builds the body of Jesus, and only leaders get to 
continue to drink from it  
    
Now for my final thoughts on the garden. 
 

Genesis 2:15-18 (KJV)  
15  And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of 
Eden to dress it and to keep it.  
16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of 
the garden thou mayest freely eat:  
17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.  
18 And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him an help meet for him.  

 
    You and I were originally meant to live in the garden, to dress and keep 
it. It is the place we learn to serve the Lord and His kingdom. Every tree 
that is good for us is there. But the tree of disobedience is there as well. 
It is also the place we learn to obey God. Last but not least, I get a help 
meet there. That perfect someone who will come along side me and 
complete me in my journey through a perfect union of marriage. This 
union needs every part of the river to be made whole. It is only by living 
in the garden that I am equipped with all I need to walk in the fullness 
that Jesus has for me.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=58&wave=H6578

